696                         LIFE AND TIMES OF
in issue, but also for the purpose of doing more ample justice by President Jackson by incorporating into the legislative history of this case the high and honorable testimony in his favor of the eminent citizen, Mr. Van Buren, who has just been exalted to the lofty honors of the American presidency. He said:
" 'Your last question seeks to know "my" opinion as to the constitutional power of the Senate or House of Representatives to expunge or obliterate from the journals the proceedings of a previous session. You will, I am sure, be satisfied, upon further consideration, that there are but few questions of a political character less connected with the duties of the office of President of the United States, or what might not with equal propriety be put by an elector to a candidate for that station than this. With the journals of neither house of Congress can he properly have anything to do. But as your choice has doubtless been induced by the pendency of Colonel Benton's resolution to expunge from the journals of the Senate certain other resolutions touching the official conduct of General Jackson, I prefer to say that I regarded the passage of Colonel Benton's preamble and resolutions to be an act of justice to a faithful and greatly injured public servant, not only constitutional in itself, but imperiously demanded by a proper respect for the well-known will of the people.' "
Mr. Benton proceeded:
"I do not propose, sir, to draw violent, unwarranted or strained inferences. I do not assume to say that the question of this expurgation was a leading or a controlling point in the issue of this election. I do not assume to say or insinuate that every individual and every voter delivered his suffrage with reference to this election. Doubtless there were many exceptions. Still, the triumphant election of the candidate who had expressed himself in the terms just quoted, and who was, besides, the personal and polit- refer to that answer in this place, not only as evidence of the points put
